Tim Lawler AKA "Buddy Law"
October 21, 1948 - September 18, 2015

Tim Lawler, aka "Buddy Law", passed away Friday, September 18, 2015 at the age of 66.
A Celebration of Life Service will be held Tuesday, September 22, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. at
the Dallas Christian Church in Dallas, Iowa. Memorial contributions may be made to Tim's
family to be used to honor his memory at a later date. Online condolences may be shared
at www.pierschbacherfuneralhome.com
Lloyd Timothy Lawler was born on October 21, 1948 to Ted and June Lawler in Taylorville,
Illinois. He was one of three children born to the couple. Tim loved music starting at a very
young age. He began playing the drums at the age of thirteen. Tim graduated from
Newton High School.
On March 15, 1969, he married Andrea Jones in Melcher, Iowa. To this union, three
children were born: Todd, Michael, and Kelly.
Tim was a professional musician, playing in numerous bands and working as a drum
instructor in both Knoxville and Des Moines. He was an instructor of all age groups and, at
one time, had forty students. In 2007, Tim was inducted into the Iowa Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame. Tim played not only Rock and Roll, but country, jazz, and his favorite, the blues.
He played at the Rathbun Country Theatre for thirteen years. Tim continued to play the
drums until August 2015.
He was a great story teller and the king of one-liners. You could count on him to always
say his favorite one-liner when going by a cemetery, “People are dying to get in there.”
Tim loved his family and will be greatly missed by many.
Tim is survived by his wife, Andrea Lawler, of Dallas, Iowa; son, Todd Lawler (Suzanne),
of Kerby, Oregon; son, Michael Lawler (Mandy), of Des Moines, Iowa; daughter, Kelly
Taggart (Eddie), of Lacona, Iowa; sister, Connie Thunman, of Eureka, California; sister,

Katie Dugan (Duggie), of Taylorville, Illinois; and 11 grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by his parents.
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Comments

“

Grandpa was the most happy character I've ever had in my life. He used to watch me
every morning. I would be dropped off way early in the morning and I would just sit in
the back room and wait for the sun to come up. Once I saw the sun I'd creep down
the hallway to peek over to see grandpa sitting in his spot, watching joyce myers and
smoking a cigar. He would always make me the best bowl of cheerios . He always
made me and my cousins laugh so much. The older I got the more I appreciated his
laid back personality. I always try to make people smile and laugh the same way he
did. He inspired me to be as amazing as he was. I miss you so much grandpa

Jerry Lawler - February 19, 2020 at 11:44 AM

“

I knew Tim as a young fellow and classmate in Taylorville. The Lawler family was on
my boyhood newspaper route. Tim always had a smile and kind word. Condolences
to the family.

Dan Farrimond - September 24, 2015 at 08:22 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Tim's family......So sorry for your loss.

Rhonda - September 22, 2015 at 01:17 PM

“

Thoughts & Prayers to all of Tim's Family.

Kelly and Marilyn McMillen - September 22, 2015 at 12:15 PM

“

Kelly & Marilyn McMillen lit a candle in memory of Tim Lawler AKA "Buddy Law"

Kelly & Marilyn McMillen - September 22, 2015 at 12:14 PM

“

Our sympathy to you Andi. Fred has many special memories of the times playing
music with Tim in the Backroads Band. We will miss his humor and friendship and his
smile. Fred is looking forward to playing music with him in heaven some day! What a
day that will be! We will miss you Buddy Law!
Fred & Bev Rietveld

Fred & Bev Rietveld - September 21, 2015 at 09:14 PM

“

I worked with Tim for years on stage of the Rathbun Country Music Theater. He was
the drummer when I first started playing piano on the Rathbun stage. He was such a
nice guy, so laid back -- and wow -- was he an awesome drummer! I have never
heard anyone make the drums "sing" like he did. He knew exactly what type of beat
to put with each song, and added his own personal style. Then I worked with Tim at
the Theater last year, and knew him as "Buddy." He will always be remembered as a
great person, and a great musician. My thoughts and prayers are with Tim's family.
He is now free from pain and suffering, and I'm certain he's a great addition to the
heavenly bands!
Peggy Wardenburg

Peggy Wardenburg - September 21, 2015 at 05:01 PM

“

Connie Thunman is following this tribute.

Connie Thunman - September 20, 2015 at 05:59 PM

“

Tim was a dedicated family man as well as an amazing drummer. I love you Tim. You
were the best big brother a girl could have.

Connie Thunman - September 20, 2015 at 05:58 PM

“

all the family of Tim's, such a battle he had, we are sad to loose a loved one, but now
in peace...Im sure Jerry & Deloris will be getting their band going again in Heaven..
Jason Schrader, Jessica Schrader (Hoch), Lu Ann Alexander

luann alexander - September 19, 2015 at 05:58 PM

“

Buddy will be missed dearly by all south-central Iowa musicians that have ever
known him. As a drummer, he was "top shelf". As a friend, he was more than that. I
will always remember his humor and easy-going personality. Nobody could "beat-theblues" like Buddy. RIP dear friend, till we meet again!!
John Bain

John Bain - September 18, 2015 at 05:59 PM

“

Andy, I'm sorry for your loss. I remember Buddy as being laid back and easy to get
along with. As I think about my musical life, Buddy was one of the best all around
drummers I have had the pleasure to work with. He made it easy to "get in the
pocket" and stay there. I've missed working with Buddy the past few years. I hope
your fond memories of Buddy will help heal your loss.
Best.
Fred Koogler

Fred Koogler - September 18, 2015 at 05:47 PM

