Robert "Bob" McCurdy
August 8, 1932 - January 4, 2018

Robert “Bob” McCurdy, of Russell, passed away January 4, 2018 at Iowa Methodist
Medical Center in Des Moines.
Bob was born in Oskaloosa, Iowa, on August 8, 1932 to W.E. (Red) McCurdy and Chloe
Elizabeth Gross McCurdy. He married Sharon Robuck, June 3, 1961 in Attica, Iowa. To
this union, four children were born: David, Michael, Mark, and Kimberly.
Bob believed that education was extremely important and demonstrated this in his career
choice. He graduated from Oskaloosa High School, received his bachelor’s degree from
William Penn University, attended Drake University to achieve his Master’s Degree, and
earned a Specialist Degree in Education from Drake University.
Bob served two years in the armed forces, stationed in Germany. He began teaching in
Attica, Iowa, at the Twin Cedars School System for four years. He moved to Newhall,
Iowa, teaching an additional four years. He then moved to Monroe, Iowa, where he was
the principal at the high school for nearly 20 years. He advanced to Clearfield, Iowa,
where he was superintendant for one year before moving to Russell in 1985. He was
superintendant in Russell until his final retirement in 2008. He also served as interim
superintendant for Fremont, Lineville/Clio, Mormon Trail, and a semester as the middle
school principal in the Chariton School District.
He was a member of many organizations that were special to him over the years. These
included the Russell Lions Club, The Russell Community Club, Lucas County Retired
Teachers Club, The Lucas County Democrats, and the Russell American Legion. He also
served on the Russell City Council and one term as Mayor.
Bob enjoyed traveling and had visited all states except Hawaii. He especially sought out
locations with historic significance. He also was an avid sports fan having played semi-pro
baseball and competitive bowling. Bob also coached football, basketball, and baseball
from little league through the collegiate level. His favorite teams were the Chicago Cubs,

Seattle Seahawks, Iowa Hawkeyes, Iowa State Cyclones, and above all the William Penn
Statesmen.
He is survived by his wife Sharon of 56-1/2 years; Son Michael (Terri) of Russell; Son
Mark (Amy) of Russell; Daughter Kimberly Moyle (Jeremy) of West Des Moines; Eight
grandchildren: Samantha and Stephen (Kourtney) McCurdy; Kaitlyn, Kelly, Joseph, and
David McCurdy; Tyler and Bailey Moyle; One great-grandson, Carson McCurdy; Sister
Alta Beatrice Williams of Ft Meyer, FL; Brother Donald (Nancy) of West Des Moines;
Sister-in- law Susan McCurdy of Ankeny.
Bob was preceded in death by his parents, a 3-year-old son David McCurdy, brother John
McCurdy, brother-in-law Gerald Williams, and an infant granddaughter, Alexa McCurdy.
Services will be Saturday, January 13, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. at The Faith United Methodist
Church in Russell. Family will receive friends on Friday, January 12th from 4:00 until 7:00
p.m. at the Pierschbacher Funeral Home. Memorials are requested to the Russell
Volunteer Fire Department or the Russell Faith United Methodist Church.
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04:00PM - 07:00PM

Pierschbacher Funeral Homes - Chariton
914 Roland Ave, Chariton, IA, US, 50049
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13

Service

10:30AM

Faith United Methodist Church
115 E. Northumberland Street, Russell, IA, US, 50238

Comments

“

Mr. McCurdy was my high school principal in the 70's at Monroe High School. His
presence was always felt by the students and he is part of some very special
memories. He and Sharon came to a class reunion of the classes of 73, 74, and 75
MHS a few years back with other faculty members of our days. A great educator!
My sympathy to Sharon and his family.

Zoe Carter Bishop - January 13, 2018 at 02:25 PM

“

I learned today that Bob McCurdy passed away. He was the first Superintendent of
my career. He was a redhead ...I was a hardhead...But when it was all said and done
he had the biggest heart and was truly dedicated to educating kids... I saw it all.
McCurdy was a genius at school finance ....and did whatever it took to make his
schools run. He not only taught me to be a great teacher....HE DEMANDED IT! You
will be missed Robert McCurdy but not forgotten....ONE OF THE BEST!

LAURA HAINES - January 12, 2018 at 02:06 PM

“

Mr. McCurdy has had a positive influence on a lot of people with a lifetime in
education. I was a beginning teacher at Monroe H.S. in 1974. He was patient with a
greenhorn who had a lot to learn. We moved into the new building at the south edge
of town in the fall of 1975 which was exciting but stressful as we all adjusted. At the
reunion for the class of 1976 several years back, the group shared a standing
ovation tribute to Mr. McCurdy. One of the students had said that Mr. McCurdy never
gave up on him, even when it would have been easy to do that. The whole group
nodded! Kay Jensen, Knoxville

Kay Jensen - January 12, 2018 at 11:36 AM

“

Sharon and family, we're praying for comfort and strength. Have good memories of
the years that he was principal in Monroe. Mike said he was probably the best
principal he had.

Bob & Eunice Keuning - January 12, 2018 at 08:27 AM

“

I am Kenneth Sanders, formerly of Oskaloosa and a classmate of his brother Donald
from Kindergarten through high school. I offer my condolences and prayers for
Donald's family and friends at this time.
Donald was, I believe, Circulation Manager for the Oskaloosa Herald while attending
William Penn College, and during this time I delivered paper in the south central part
of town. His only comment to me was I was a little slow, but admitted I had an almost
100% record of correctness in delivery. After his graduation, I knew he was over in
the Bussy area but lost track, and appreciate the notice in the Thursday Des Moines
register.
I remember at least one sister and brother John, who was in my brother Vincent's
classes, and better yet the family McCurdy "tombstone" company on West High,
which later become McCall Monument Co. Their home was on the NW corner of S
11th and 9th Ave E, kiddywampus from Shady Lodge.
My family now lives in Ankeny, and logistics will not permit me to attend either
visitation or services, but just know that I am thinking of you all, and hope these
words will bring you some degree of comfort at this time.
Former classmate and co-worker, Melvin Kenneth Sanders.

Melvin K Sanders - January 11, 2018 at 09:04 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Robert "Bob" McCurdy.

January 11, 2018 at 06:03 PM

“

Mr. McCurdy was my High School Principal. He touched many lives and was
dedicated to the students he served!

Kevin Walker - January 11, 2018 at 10:59 AM

“

Monroe Class of 1972 purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Robert "Bob" McCurdy.

Monroe Class of 1972 - January 11, 2018 at 10:46 AM

“

Mr. McCurdy was my principal at Monroe High School. When I graduated, he walked
up to me and handed me a book, "I Dare You!" I will never forget that! I have lots of
good memories from those days! He was a great leader!

Kyla Vander Ploeg Bandstra - January 11, 2018 at 10:33 AM

“

Bob was such a great guy. He and my Dad got to be good friends working together
on a school sharing program with Clearfield and Diagonal. I have always enjoyed
visits with him at family occasions that I attended. He led a remarkable life and will be
missed by many people whose lives he touched.
Angie McDonald

Angie McDonald - January 10, 2018 at 09:05 PM

“

Thanks to Mr. McCurdy for his many years of service to students and teachers!! I
was one of those lucky teachers! Mrs. Jacki Grier, Monroe

Jacki Grier - January 09, 2018 at 11:43 PM

“

Sharon I am reminded of Bob going to bat for us when we were going to have a sit-in
to stop the highway 14 construction unless they put up a school crossing. He went to
bat for us so that was not necessary. By the way I see La Rue(Ensor) every summer.
Take care Judy Waddle

Judy Waddle - January 09, 2018 at 09:45 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Robert "Bob" McCurdy.

January 09, 2018 at 01:33 PM

“

Mr. McCurdy was my second principal and thee best during my 20 years of teaching!
Always easy to talk with, he held an open door policy; and we teachers knew he
meant it. I think of him often and smile as I'm driving into Monroe from the north and
see the house up on the hill where his family lived. While I didn't know his wife, I did
have his two sons in class; and they were likable, just like their dad.~~Sue Narigon

Sue - January 09, 2018 at 11:50 AM

“

Bob was a true servant of the people he cared about so much. His service as school
superintendent and mayor provided needed leadership for rural southern Iowa. Also,
when he thought he could help, he ran for the Iowa legislature. It was a personal and
professional pleasure working and meeting with him. Steve Waterman, retired
southern Iowa Superintendent

Steve Waterman - January 09, 2018 at 09:15 AM

“

Bob was a gentle giant and I always knew he wanted the best for his staff and
students. He was fair and compassionate and encouraged his students to succeed. I
also know that behind him encouraging him was Sharon. She was a good friend to
all of us and my heart goes out to her and the kids. It will be a difficult time and my
prayers are with them.

Leta Lanphier - January 09, 2018 at 08:46 AM

“

. Bob was truly a "good guy". So sorry. Our thoughts are with you.

Dwight/Karen Neff - January 09, 2018 at 12:30 AM

“

Looking back, Bob was one of the best principals I ever worked for not only in
Monroe but in all the schools where I taught. He had a good sense of humor and
really cared for our students and staff. May God surround Sharon and the "kids"
during this difficult time.

Linda Allen - January 09, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry for your loss! Bob was a great guy and my first principal at Monroe. He
taught me a lot! He was a kind, gentle man. God bless his family!
Pamela Young

Pamela Young - January 08, 2018 at 10:57 PM

“

Mary & Robert Pinegar lit a candle in memory of Robert "Bob" McCurdy

Mary & Robert Pinegar - January 08, 2018 at 10:17 PM

“

I remember Mr. McCurdy when he was a PE teacher at Attica , Iowa . He also was
the baseball coach on my (future husbands) baseball team. He touched many
peoples lives. ,, always to the good. RIP Mr. McCurdy. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family. Mary & Robert Pinegar

Mary & Robert Pinegar - January 08, 2018 at 10:16 PM

“

Georgia Carr lit a candle in memory of Robert "Bob" McCurdy

Georgia Carr - January 08, 2018 at 09:36 PM

“

He was my high school principal and helped me after school with Government so I
could graduate! Saw him at the casino and had very nice visit with him! I'm so sorry
for his family and my thoughts are with you.

Becky Thomason Danilson - January 08, 2018 at 09:18 PM

“

Mr. McCurdy was one of the greatest bosses I had. He did more for me that he could
ever know. He will be greatly missed by many. Prayers of peace and comfort to the
family.

Charlene Hoover - January 08, 2018 at 04:40 PM

“

Betty Mason lit a candle in memory of Robert "Bob" McCurdy

Betty Mason - January 08, 2018 at 10:55 AM

“

Bob will be in our memories and hearts forever. He was a kind, friendly person; always
greeted us with a smile. He was a special kind of guy and will be missed. God be with the
family in the days ahead.
Betty - January 08, 2018 at 10:58 AM

“

My sympathy to Sharon and family. Bob was someone who truly cared for his teachers and
students. I was fortunate to work with him. God bless.
Nancy Wright - January 08, 2018 at 10:59 PM

“

Aimee (Bailey) Kokesh lit a candle in memory of Robert "Bob" McCurdy

Aimee (Bailey) Kokesh - January 07, 2018 at 02:03 AM

“

Mr.Robert McCurdy ...he was a mentor to me as an educator, he gave me a chance
and an opportunity (I worked with him a couple times one year off and on at the
middle school subbing and then again in 2000 in Lineville, IA. He gave me respect
and I in turned thought very highly of him when I revieved a letter of recommendation
from him...he thought I was a diamond in the rough-- Mr. McCurdy , I cried when you
said that to me and yet I appreciated all the guidance and advice you gave. Thank
you my mentor, my friend May you rest in Peace until we meet again

Aimee (Bailey) Kokesh - January 07, 2018 at 02:00 AM

