Flora Belle Hixson
January 28, 1922 - December 17, 2018

Services for Flora Belle Hixson, of Chariton, will be held Saturday, December 22, 2018 at
11:00 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church in Chariton. Family will receive friends one
hour prior to the service. Interment will follow at the Chariton Cemetery.
Flora Belle Hixson, 96, was born as Flora Belle Dunshee on January 28, 1922 in Chariton,
Iowa. She was the daughter of Fred and Jessie Pearl Dunshee.
Flora Belle was raised in a large family of eight brothers and sisters that included: Leta
Miller, George Dunshee, Helen Savee, Vada Smith, Evelyn Weidman, Art Dunshee, and
Bob Dunshee. All of her brothers and sisters have preceded Flora Belle in death.
Flora Belle’s only remaining son is Bruce Hixson and his wife Linda Hixson of Peyton,
Colorado.
Flora Belle had two grandchildren, Brian Hixson, who preceded her in death on March 10,
2013, and granddaughter, Christie Hanson and husband Jesse of Naples, Florida. There
are several surviving nieces and nephews.
Flora Belle was born and raised in Chariton Iowa. She attended Garfield School and
graduated from Chariton High school. After High School, she worked in the local hardware
store owned by her father and also worked at the First State Bank.
Flora Belle met her husband, Ralph H. Hixson, and they dated for eighteen months before
marrying in 1943. They remained in Chariton while Ralph worked at the Montgomery Ward
store and assisted at the Dunshee Brothers Funeral Home. Ralph worked at Chariton HyVee then transferred to Iowa City where he worked as a meat cutter for Hy-Vee. They then
transferred to Bedford, Iowa where they lived for several years. Upon Ralph’s death, Flora
Belle moved back to Chariton, Iowa to 516 N. 8th Street.
Flora Belle was deeply involved in her church and love of GOD. She volunteered tirelessly

through the management of the Ministry Center for several years at her church and was
publicly recognized for her thirty years of volunteer service.
Flora Belle loved Chariton as her hometown and cherished her little home. She was a very
strong woman with strong opinions, a passion for life, and love of family. She often said
she wanted to live to be 100 years old; she almost made it. She was admired and loved by
many. Our family will miss her dearly but will take the life’s lessons she shared with us all
along our way in the path of life. She had a great sense of humor and a strong belief and
faith in the Lord.
She attended First United Methodist Church faithfully and volunteered at all the events
held there.
Thank you, Mom, for all you have given us and the beliefs you have instilled in us. We will
always miss you, our teasing, and laughing, and talks. Until we see you again, may you
now walk with GOD.
We love you forever.
Bruce, Linda, Brian, Christie, and Jesse
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Comments

“

It was a long time ago but the memories linger. Bruce, please accept my
condolences for your great loss. Flora Belle was a lovely aunt and I am sad that I
was unable to contact her over the last few years. Hopefully these photos will help
during this sad time.
Your cousin,
Phil Sams

Phillip M. Sams - December 21, 2018 at 12:50 PM

“

So sorry to learn of your mom passing. Thoughts and prayers to you and your family.
I have many fond memories of your mom growing up in Bedford. May God be with
you Bruce at this most difficult time.

Deborah Marshall - December 20, 2018 at 12:13 PM

