Dagny Idelle Zimmerli
December 29, 1926 - December 22, 2018

Dagny Idelle Zimmerli, age 91, passed away December 22, 2018, at the Legacy Lodge in
Chariton. A celebration of life will be held Wednesday, December 26, 2018, at 3:00 p.m. at
the Pierschbacher Funeral Home in Chariton. Family will receive friends prior to the
service beginning at 2:00 p.m. Memorials may be made to the Legacy Lodge Hospice in
her memory.
Dagny was born December 29, 1926, at home on the family farm in Ottertail County, MN,
to Elvin and Amanda (Dahlager) Synstelien. She graduated salutatorian of her class on
June 3, 1943, from Ashby High School. She worked at JCPenney in Jackson, MN, for a
couple of years after high school. While working one day, a young man came in looking for
her boss, but he was out. The young man stayed, finally convincing her to let him give her
and her sister a ride home after work. It turned out to be his first day back from fighting in
the Pacific during WWII. Eventually Dagny married that young man, Jacob Wesley “Wes”
Zimmerli, on October 20, 1946, at her parents’ home. This union was blessed with sons:
Paul, Gary, Kevin, Michael, Brian, and stillborn infant Mark Robert.
After marrying, Dagny continued to work at JCPenney for a short time, then stayed home
to raise her family. Coming from a large family herself - she was the fourth of eight siblings
- family was extremely important to her. She became an outstanding cook and baker, with
her 5 boys consuming everything she made. Her homemade bread was especially good.
In 1965, she and Wes took in her niece, Elaine Synstelien. She lived with their boys as a
cousin/sister for two-and-a half years before she rejoined her Air Force parents who had
been stationed abroad. Dagny’s home was always filled with love. Her grandchildren
remember how her home was filled with warmth and coziness, as well as sweet snacks
and cookies. She loved to work in her flower gardens. Over the years, as they moved,
they always took plants with them to start at their new homes. She enjoyed traveling but
also simple Sunday drives in the Minnesota River Valley. She inherited her love for the
woods and hills from her mother. They would often visit parks to go for a walk or just enjoy
the view.
She loved to sing in the church choir. As her boys grew they stood next to her, learning to
sing and participate in choir and giving their talents back to God as an offering. Her
musical talents weren’t limited to singing as she played the piano and guitar by ear. Dagny

was very active in her churches as a Sunday School teacher, youth leader, in Ladies
Circles, and president of the United Methodist Women. In the late 1980s, she was the first
lay recipient of the Denman Award for Evangelism in the MN Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church.
As her boys grew up, Dagny worked part-time at the Redwood County Registrar’s office.
She later worked at another JCPenney for several years. She finally became office
manager and bookkeeper for Great Plains Natural Gas in Marshall, MN, for 15 years
before retiring in 1989. Wes and Dagny moved to a lake home on Little Bass Lake near
Grand Rapids, MN. They lived there until moving to Chariton, IA, in 2011, taking one more
adventure in their 80s.
Dagny will be greatly missed by her husband of 72 years, Wes; sons: Gary (Cheryl) of
Mankato, MN, Kevin of Bellevue, NE, Michael (Mary) of St. Marys, GA, and Brian
(Michelle) of Chariton, IA; 12 grandchildren; and 22 great grandchildren. Also surviving are
siblings: Margaret Henrichs and Alphild “Affy” Pieper of Jackson, MN, and Richard
(Maryterese) Synstelien of Brooklyn Park, MN; and many nieces, nephews, relatives, and
friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents: Elvin and Amanda; stillborn son, Mark Robert;
son, Paul, daughters-in-law: Pattie and Jeanette; and siblings: Sylvia Knutson, Carling
Synstelien, Robert Synstelien, and Harold Synstelien.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Pierschbacher Funeral Homes - Chariton
914 Roland Ave, Chariton, IA, US, 50049

DEC
26

Service

03:00PM

Pierschbacher Funeral Homes - Chariton
914 Roland Ave, Chariton, IA, US, 50049

Comments

“

The Zimmerli, we are so sorry to hear about your mom and grandma, I only got to
meet Mike and Mary once, it was a pleasure.
Lindsey, Lori Parker and Matthew Heavilin

LORI M PARKER - December 27, 2018 at 12:47 PM

“

Some of my favorite memories growing up were the visits to Marshall, MN to see
Grandma (Dagny) and Grandpa (Wes) since we lived over an hour away. Grandma
always had a smile on her face and happy to see us. She was usually gardening in
the warm weather months and was a great cook. Sometimes we would have rosettes
she had just made and once when we couldn’t sleep she cut up bananas in a bowl
and poured milk over it and put some sugar on top. That was the best bedtime
snack. When they moved to Grand Rapids MN it seemed like it was so far away but
well worth the trip to spend time with her and Grandpa. I’m really gonna miss
Grandma.

Dan Zimmerli - December 24, 2018 at 11:37 PM

“

Dagny will always be close and dear to my heart. She used to give me the best pep
talks when they volunteered at Manor House. She used to edit my grammar sure
missed that over the last years. So when I would write I would be sure to leave some
mistakes for her. It never easy losing a loved one especially a great one! I wish your
family the best. You will always be in my thoughts and prayers!
Lynn Wirtanen
Used to be Activity director at Manor House

Lynn Wirtanen - December 24, 2018 at 09:01 PM

“

Ruth M. purchased the Tender Tribute for the family of Dagny Idelle Zimmerli.

Ruth M. - December 23, 2018 at 09:38 PM

“

Brian, Michelle, & the Zimmerli family - We are so very sorry for your family's loss.
Our prayers are with you all.
Mark & Pam Richardson & family

Pam Richardson - December 23, 2018 at 01:10 PM

“

Terry Sellers lit a candle in memory of Dagny Idelle Zimmerli

Terry Sellers - December 23, 2018 at 03:13 AM

“

So sorry for your family Z
Terry Sellers - December 23, 2018 at 03:15 AM

